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Dear Benefactor,  
 

Once again the Community and I invite you to take part in our Solemn 

Novena in honour of St Peter of Alcantara  which begins on 11
th

 October. 

Might I remind you that the great St Teresa of Avila told us that, òSt Peter 

of Alcantara is always ready to listen to the wishes and prayers of the soul 

in distress who begs his help and support.ó 

With the Novena leaflets I am sending you a reminder of the Novena of 

Masses to be offered for all the names placed on our November Dead 

List.  It begins on 1
st

 November and during it we pray for those who are our 

loved ones, our friends and benefactors so that, freed from purgatory, 

they may join Our Blessed Lady and all the saints in eternal bliss. 

I also send you raffle tickets for our Grand Draw which will be drawn on 9
th

  

December. I know that some of you are unable to sell the tickets but 

please do not worry or return them ð simply throw them away. 

When replying  to these  Novena s please use the slip s provided, which 

contain  your name and address . If you need a new copy of the Novena 

Booklet then please ask for one. Please remember that we will not reply to 

you unless you request it. A stamped addressed envelope helps.  

We are pleased to receive any Mass intentions you may wish us to 

celebrate at the Shrine of Our Lady of England. Let us know your Intention 

and any specific date on which you would like your Holy Mass celebrated ð 

but not during the Novenas.  

We are truly grateful for your prayers and support. We remember all our 

benefactors in every prayer and Mass we celebrate. May Our Lady of 

England present your prayers to her Blessed Son and may St Peter of 

Alcantara be a powerful intercessor for the favours you seek during his 

Novena. 

With deep gratitude and prayers, 

Fr Andrew Smith, O.Praem.  

Autumn 2007 



 
ur Report begins with Fr. Andrew at the Visitation Convent in 

Waldron helping the Sisters to discuss Religious Life. A few days 

later on 17
th
May he was at the Mercy Convent Rest Home in 

Worthing (where Fr. Ian acts as chaplain) to give a talk and to 

celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation with the Sisters and 

residents. That evening he and Fr. Paul attended the celebrations in 

Bognor Regis for the 125
th

. Anniversary of the building of Our Lady of Sorrows 

Church.  On the 25
th
May Fr. Paul celebrated the Year 13 leaversô Mass at 

Cardinal Newman Catholic School in Hove. That evening we celebrated the 

annual Marian Mass and Rosary Pageant at our Shrine. Our Prior, Fr. Paul, was 

the principle celebrant and preacher. On the 28
th
 Fr. Andrew departed for his 

annual pilgrimage (holiday) seeking Yet More Lesser Known Shrines in France, 

Germany and Italy. We end the month reporting that on the 31
st
 Fr. Martin 

represented the Community at the Diamond Jubilee of a priest friend of the 

Community and Fr. Paul gave a Day of Recollection at the Priory for the Arun 

Valley members of the Catholic Womenôs League. 

une 1st saw Fr. Martin representing the community at the 

ordination of a new priest for our Diocese.  June 6
th
 - the Solemnity 

of our Holy Founder Norbert ï saw a great day in the history of the 

Priory when, during Vespers, 24 men and women made their First 

Annual Commitment as Associates of our Order and Community. Fr. 

Ian came from Worthing to take part in the celebration. He comes each week to 

take charge of our archives. On 12
th
 May Fr. Prior (Paul) represented the 

Community at a Golden Jubilee celebration at The Towers Convent in Upper 

Beeding and the following day attended the Mass in Arundel Cathedral for the 

priest Jubilarians of our Diocese. On 16
th
 May Fr. Paul was the preacher at our 

Deanery Feastday  Mass in honour of St. Richard in Chichester Cathedral; Fr. 

Andrew also concelebrated and later in the day attended a ñBarbecue on the 

Beachò in his other parish of Billingshurst with Pulborough and also an ecumenical 

Fete which was held in the Priory Cloisters and Garden. The Priory was the 

venue, on June 20
th
 for the Briefing and Lunch given for the Chaplains taking part 

in our Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage for ô07. Fr. Andrew attended since he was to 

lead the parish contingent this year. On 22
nd

June the Priory Hall was the venue for 

an ecumenical Fair Trade Wine Tasting Evening. On the 27
th
 Fr. Priorôs Feastday 

was anticipated by two days because he was due to go on holiday the following 

day. 
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r. Andrew celebrated Mass on 1
st
 July for the 

Inauguration of one of the parishioners as President of Worthing 

Catenian Association. Our parish Healing Mass, organised by our 

S.V.P. took place on July 4
th
. On the 6

th
 the Priory had a visit from the 

celebrated American liturgical writer Marty Haugen who is writing a Mass 

for the Priory. Mid-July saw visits from a Czech and a Hungarian friend of the 

Community. On the 14
th
 Fr. Paul celebrated Mass for a large pilgrimage of the 

Legion of Mary from London. The following day he presided and preached at the 

Annual Pilgrimage Mass for the Catenians of our Diocese and their families. The 

16
th
 saw Fr. Martin depart for a couple of days to attend the Annual Conference of 

the R.C. Prison Chaplains. From the 26
th
July to August 3

rd
  Fr. Andrew took part in 

the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. August 10
th
 saw Fr. Martin go away on 

holiday and Frs. Paul and Andrew attend a barbecue in Billingshurst organised by 

the Parish Deacon in honour of St. Lawrence. Fr. Ian and our Associates joined us 

for First Vespers for the Solemnity of Our Holy Father Augustine on 28
th
 August 

and also in a celebration afterwards. 

 

 

e end our Chronicle by saying that we are preparing to 

celebrate on September 24
th
, the Solemnity of Our Lady of 

England, 125 years of Norbertine presence in Storrington. The 

principal celebrant at Mass that day will be Cardinal Cormac 

Murphy-OôConnor who lived in our parish for 23 years whilst he 

was our bishop. One of the ways to mark the celebration has been the 

redecoration of our cloisters. It was begun a year ago and is near completion 

thanks to help from various friends of the Community. 

You may also wish to know that work continues on our vineyard. Wild flowers 

have been sown between the vines to attract pollinating insects and to add 

nitrogen to the soil, and so the fields are full of blue phacelia and clover. The wet 

summer weather encouraged mildew which had to be sprayed; the newer vines 

planted earlier this year seem to have taken well. 

 

 



 

lans for the planting up of another large field as a woodland 

area are becoming real. We hope to create a site to which we will 
move the outside shrine. It will consist of a óprocessionalô pathway 
as well as winding paths, a gathering space, an outside óchapelô and 

a prayer labyrinth. We will be planting an avenue of hornbeams, 
groupings of copper beech, walnut and chestnut trees, new hedgerows 

(dogwood, blackthorn, hawthorn) and a grove of óEuropaô olive trees to separate 
the woodland from the vineyard. Paths and areas have been marked out and we 
hope to begin planting in the late Autumn of this year. 

Some 20 parishioners and friends have been tidying up our Cemetery. Much of 
the work has involved bramble clearing and the removing of redundant fencing. 
The results are very pleasing. We hope to call on this group again when needed; 
meanwhile we have decided to employ someone to carry out routine mowing, 
strimming, etc. To this end we have established a Cemetery Fund. 

Finally, Richard Marshall, a former student at Cardinal Newman Catholic School in 
Hove, recently took a series of photos in and around the Priory, many of them in 
black and white. One will be this yearôs Christmas card with a sonnet entitled 
óHomage to Our Lady of Englandô,  which was written by Ian Caws, to 
commemorate 125 years of Norbertine presence in Storrington. 

 

 

 

Anyone paying United Kingdom tax can 

Gift Aid their donations and Mass 

Stipends sent to Storrington. The Order 

can recover 28% extra . Contact Fr Martin 

for details.  
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