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O God come to our aid 
O Lord make haste to help us 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Hymn 

To Norbert now we sing a hymn 
of deep and lasting praise. 
Like Paul of Tarsus, struck by God, 
he saw a blinding light. 
 
The man of God, inflamed with zeal 
proclaimed the deeds of Christ. 
With tireless courage endlessly 
he preached the saving Word. 
 
To found the apostolic life 
he came to Prémontré 
commending there a common faith 
in Christ the Risen Lord. 
 
From Virgin Mary, robed in light 
he gained the yoke of Christ. 
From Davidôs heart, the Book of Psalms, 
to praise the Fatherôs name. 
 
From Saint Augustineôs sacred pen 
he took the Rule of Life. 
That with one mind and heart in God 
we might in love be bound. 
 
To God the Father glory be 
and to his only Son, 
and with the Spirit of them both 
be praise for ever more. 
 
 

Antiphon 1 
Norbert, blazing like a lamp on a stand, gave light to all who were in his house. 
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Psalm 14 

Lord, who shall be admitted to your tent 
and dwell on your holy mountain? 
 
He who walks without fault; 
he who acts with justice 
 
and speaks the truth from his heart; 
he who does not slander with his tongue; 
 
he who does no wrong to his brother, 
who casts no slur on his neighbour, 
 
who holds the godless in disdain, 
but honours those who fear the Lord; 
 
he who keeps his pledge, come what may, 
who takes no interest on a loan 
 
and accepts no bribes against the innocent. 
Such a man will stand firm for ever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit 
 
as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Antiphon 1 

Norbert, blazing like a lamp on a stand, gave light to all who were in his 
house. 
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Antiphon 2 

By his zealous preaching Norbert reconciled sinners and showed many how to 
live a better life. 

Psalm 111 
Happy the man who fears the Lord, 
who takes delight in all his commands. 
 
His sons will be powerful on earth; 
the children of the upright are blessed. 
 
Riches and wealth are in his house; 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
 
He is a light in the darkness for the upright 
he is generous, merciful and just. 
 
The good man takes pity and lends, 
he conducts his affairs with honour. 
 
The just man will never waver; 
he will be remembered for ever. 
 
He has no fear of evil news; 
with a firm heart he trusts in the Lord. 
 
With a steadfast heart he will not fear 
he will see the downfall of his foes. 
 
Open-handed he gives to the poor; À 
his justice stands firm for ever. 
His head will be raised in glory. 
 
The wicked man sees and is angry À 
grinds his teeth and fades away; 
the desire of the wicked leads to doom. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit 
 
as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
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Antiphon 2 

By his zealous preaching Norbert reconciled sinners and showed many how 
to live a better life. 

 

Antiphon 3 

Rejoice, O Mother Jerusalem,  for your bridegroom has received your devoted 
son Norbert, after his pilgrimage through life. 
 

Canticle ð Revelation 15:3-4 

Great and wonderful are your deeds, 
O Lord God the Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, 
O King of the Ages! 
 
Who shall not fear and glorify your name, O Lord? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations shall come and worship you, 
for your judgements have been revealed. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit 
as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 

Antiphon 3 

Rejoice, O Mother Jerusalem,  for your bridegroom has received your 
devoted son Norbert, after his pilgrimage through life. 
 
 
 

Scripture reading ð Ecclesiasticus 

There he stood by the altar, with the priests handing him their portions, every one, 
for sacrifice; and all these standing about him were but Lebanon cedars standing 
about Lebanon, were but as palm branches growing from their parent stem, all 
these sons of Aaron in the splendour of their attire. 
 
 
 

Norbertine Associates Act of Commitment 

 

Those wishing to become members of the Association are 

called forward by name. 
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Prior:  My friends, what do you ask? 

 
Candidates: The guidance of God and the companionship of this 

Community. 
 
Prior: Over the past year we have been meeting regularly to pray and 

reflect together, to work together, to become better acquainted 
with each other and to explore what a Norbertine Association in 
this place could be. 
Is it now your wish to become Founder Members of such an 
Association? 
 

Candidates: It is. 
 
Prior: I ask you, therefore, to say together this Act of Commitment; in 

doing so you formally become Norbertine Associates of Our Lady 
of England Priory. 

 
 

Candidates: I offer myself as an Associate of the Norbertine Community 
at Our Lady of England Priory, Storrington for one year. 

 
As far as I am able, I will join my prayers with those of the 
Community, I will support them in their work and will seek to 
strengthen the bonds of communion with them and other 
Associates so that we may grow together in understanding 
of what God is asking of us. 

 
I make this commitment guided by Godôs Holy Spirit, with 
the protection of Our Lady and the intercession of our Holy 
Fathers Augustine and Norbert. 

 
Prior:  Let us pray. 

Lord God, source of holiness, through your Spirit you are always 
inspiring new growth in your Church. You call us to be of one 
mind and one heart on our way to you. Send your Spirit upon 
your servants who have committed themselves to this new 
Community. Strengthen their understanding of what you ask of 
them and direct their lives by the teaching of the Gospel. May the 
law of love rule in their hearts and concern for others distinguish 
their lives so that they may bear witness to you and to your 
infinite love for all people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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All:  Amen. 
 
Prior:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Prior:  Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 

Magnificat Antiphon 

Great among the great, lowly among the poor, notable among the noble, modest 
among the unknown, Norbert became all things to all people. 

 

The Magnificat 

My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 
He looks on his servant in her lowliness, 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
 
The Almighty works marvels for me; 
holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age 
on those who fear him. 
 
He puts forth his arm in strength, 
and scatters the proud hearted. 
He casts the mighty from their thrones, 
and raises the lowly. 
 
He fills the starving with good things , 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel his servant, 
remembering his mercy 
 
the mercy promised to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his sons for ever. 
Give praise to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
both now and for ages unending. Amen. 
 

 

Magnificat Antiphon 

Great among the great, lowly among the poor, notable among the noble, 
modest among the unknown, Norbert became all things to all people. 
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Intercessions 

We pray for the holy Church of God, that it may bear faithful witness to the Good 
News of the Gospel and that Christian peoples continue to work and pray for the 
unity of the Church. Let us pray to the Lord; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for our Holy Father Pope Benedict, that he be established in health and 
wisdom for the sake of the universal Church and for Kieran our Bishop, that he 
may stand and feed the Church in Arundel and Brighton to the glory of Godôs holy 
name. Let us pray to the Lord; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those in Holy Orders and in religious vows, that they may be truly dedicated 
to their calling. Let us pray to the Lord; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the Order of Prémontré, that the spiritual sons and daughters of St Norbert 
may continue his work as a minister of peace and reconciliation. Let us pray to 
the Lord;  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those gathered here tonight to make a formal commitment as Norbertine 
Associates of Our Lady of England Priory; may they continue to grow together in 
understanding of what God is asking of them. Let us pray to the Lord; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For our friends, relatives and benefactors, that they may experience Godôs 
providential care. Let us pray to the Lord; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the faithful departed, that they may enjoy light and peace. Let us pray to the 
Lord; 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Our Father ........ 

 

Concluding Prayer 

O God, who made St Norbert, your Confessor and Bishop, a powerful preacher of 
the word, and through him enriched the Church with a new Order; grant, we pray, 
that we may put into practice what he taught by word and example. We ask this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



 9 

We say together the Prayer to Our Lady of England 

 

O glorious and Blessed Mary, our Mother 
and our Queen, 
we gladly acclaim you as Our Lady of 
England. 
We thank you for all the graces which you 
have obtained 
for this country in times past, and ask you 
to obtain still more. 
Grant that as this nation of ours once 
worshipped God  
through one Church, 
so by your intercession, may all Christians 
be reunited 
in the one service of your Son, 
and may all our fellow countrymen come 
to the knowledge 
and love of this same Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. 
Our Lady of England, pray for us. 
Our Lady of England, bless our country. 
Our Lady of England, unite all Christians 
into one Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final anthem to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Ave Regina coelorum: 
Ave Domina Angelorum. 
Salve, radix. Salve, porta. 
Ex qua mundo lux est orta: 

Gaude Virgo gloriosa, 
Super omnes speciosa, 
Vale, O valde decora, 

Et pro nobis Christum exora. 


