Dear Benefactor.,

| am writing to you to invite you to take part in our
forthcoming Solemn Novena of Love and Reparation
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and in Honour of
our Founder St Norbert, Apostle of the Eucharist. It
will begin on his Feastday, 6 June and end on 14 June
2009.

This year marks the 875", anniversary of the death of
St. Norbert in Magdeburg, Germany on June 6™. St
Norbert, because he is an Apostle of the Blessed
Sacrament, is usually depicted carrying a monstrance.

Like many statues of our Blessed Lady, such as Our
Lady of England where Mary carries and shows us her
Son, so St Norbert is presenting us with Jesus who

was first and foremost in his life, and asks that this be

so in ours. The Eucharist - the Blessed Sacrament - is

our daily reminder of thetotal i t y of God’
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Those of you who use the internet may wish to look up our website
article on the 875 Jubilee of St. Norbert at:
www.norbertines.co.uk/St Norbert Jubilee 875 years.htm

During our Novena we pray for ourselves and our loved ones that all
of us may truly understand, appreciate and celebrate the Presence of
Our Blessed Lord in the Eucharist. We pray, too, for the return of the
lapsed and alienated to the practice of their Faith and we seek to
make reparation for any blasphemous insults given to the Blessed
Sacrament.

When replying to this Novena please use the slip provided, which
contains your name and addresdf you need a new copy of the
Novena Booklet then please ask for one. Please remember that we

will not reply to you unless you request it. A stamped addressed
envelope helps.

Our kind benefactors share in all the graces and blessings which flow
from our life of prayer and work centred on our daily Eucharist and
the sung celebration of the Divine Office. Our Holy Father Norbert is
proclaimed by the Church as a Defender of the Blessed Sacrament.
Though his prayerful intercession may the Eucharistic Lord hear and
grant your petitions.

All are welcome to join us in this Novena; for further details of this
and all other Novenas held annually at Our Lady of England Priory
please visit our website at

www.norbertines.co.uk/Novenas.htm

o Andrew Smith, o.praem,
Novena {)irector


http://www.norbertines.co.uk/St%20Norbert%20Jubilee%20875%20years.htm
http://www.norbertines.co.uk/Novenas.htm

Canons Report

Dear Reader our
Report begins by
noting that our Priory
Church was the venue
for the main service
to mark the opening
of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity on
January 18", Each
day of the following
week Services took
place in the various
churches of our area.

On the 22™. we were the hosts to a celebration of Vespers/Evening

Prayer. Two days later our Prior, Fr. Paul, and two of our Associates

attended a Day Conference in London about the Canonical Life. It

was organised by the Canonesses of the Holy Sepulchre and was led

was led by AbbotJ os Wout ers of our Order’
Belgium.

On February 5™ Fr. Paul travelled to the western edge of our

diocese to celebrate Mass for the De La Salle Brothers at Clayton

Court. The same day saw Fr. Andrew in Nottingham Cathedral
preaching at the Requiem Mass of
who had died from cancer. His last visit to Storrington was at New

Year and on taking ill on New Ye a r ’ $e refimeg to Nottingham

and entered the local hospice. Frs. Andrew and Philip had known

each other from their firsta ppoi nt ment s as cur at



The Priory was the venue, on February 10", f o r  a Codfaegyce s
about the schools of our Deanery and how they can enable ongoing
renewal of life in the Deanery and its Parishes. Our Bishop was
present for the day.

On the 21%. Frs Paul and lan attended a Day for the Religious of our
Diocese at Worth Abbey. On Shrove Tuesday (24™.) Fr. Paul gave a
Day of Reflection for the Core Team members of Arundel Cathedral
Parish a t St . Ccolhamhoordiocesan retreat centre and in
the evening he attended a meeting of our Diocesan Vocations Team.

Fr. Andrew attended a pre-Lent tea given by the Union of Catholic
Mothers in Billingshurst. In the afternoon of Ash Wednesday Fr.
Andrew cel ebrated Mass in St.
Angmering.

Sunday March 1 saw Fr. Martin in Arundel Cathedral attending
the Rite of Election with a man he was preparing for baptism at
Easter.

On the 2", Fr. Andrew went to the Visitation Monastery in Waldron,
East Sussex for his monthly visit to celebrate Mass, lead a
Community discussion and hearthe Si st er ssions.Co nf e

The following day the Priory was the venue for our local clergy
Fraternal lunch. In the afternoon Fr. Paul went to Worth Abbey for a
meeting of the Council of Religious. The 11". saw the Community
members start to supply Mass from time to time at the Poor Clare
Convent, Cross Bush, Arundel.




On March 12™. Sr. Katherine, the Superior of the Norbertine sisters
in Zsambek, Hungary came to visit the Priory and Parish for a long
weekend.

From L-R: Fr Martin Gosling, Sr Katherine, Fr Andrew Smith - Parish Priest and
The Rt Rev Paul MacMahon - Prior of Storrington

The Parish raised funds, especially during Lent, for a project led by
Sr. Katherine at Zsambék. Education is provided in a VVocational
Secondary School for the youth of the area. It teaches them a trade
and helps them to stay in the area rather than drift off to the capital
city. Support is also given to poor primary school children and their
families through a day centre where the children are fed before and
after school and homework space is provided. A large fund-raising
Tea Party was held in the Priory on Sunday 15"

The previous day Fr. Paul gave a Day of Reflection for members of
the Parish of St. Gregory, Stratford upon Avon. Also on the 14™. Fr.
Martin, whilst celebrating Mass in H.M.P. Lewes celebrated the



Sacrament of the Sick with a terminally ill prisoner. It was a moving
way of also helping the other inmates to learn about the Sacrament.
Subsequently Fr. Martin celebrated his Funeral Service. On the 18™.
Fr. Paul went away for three days to attend the Conference of
Religious Annual meeting at Swanwick, Derbys.

The end of March and the start of April saw the community members
helping out at Penitential Services throughout the Deanery and in our
High School.

April 1 saw Fr.

Andrew in our local

Anglican church, St.

Mary’ s, giVvint
Cardinal Manning as

part of a series of talks

on Anglo-Catholicism .

Holy Week and the

§ Easter Triduum were
celebrated both with

tremendous dignity and

wonderful liturgy.

On April 19™. the Stars of Mary, those with learning difficulties from
our Deanery, with their families and friends, came to the Priory for
Mass and tea. April27". s aw t he ¢ o mmuPnidryt y
for the week to go away on retreat to the Abbey of Averbode in
Belgium. Unfortunately Fr. lan took sick that morning and was not
able to travel. For three full days the retreat was led by Abbot Jos,

and the Novice Master, Fr. Jan. The confreres took a little time out to
visit the grave of Fr. Stephen who had died in Belgium last year and
who was buried in the nearby abbey of Tongerlo — our founding
abbey. Averbode Abbey is celebrating 875 years of existence this
year . It was founded by St. Mi c h
been established by St. Norbert.

a



May, the Month of Mary, sees an
increase in the number of pilgrims to our
Shrine of Our Lady of England and the
Annual Marian Mass took place on the 15"
After the Solemn Mass a Rosary Pageant was
led by the pupils of the Towers Convent
School in Upper Beeding.

We end by reporting that the sunny spring is
helping our vineyard to flourish. After

pruning, all the vines have been tied down

reedy for spring growth.
last of the ten benches is now in place. The

trees are growing well and developing quite
pleasingly.

The Norbertine Order in England is a Registered Charity.
Please make cheques etc payable to:
The Norbertine Order
Anyone paying United Kingdom tax can Gift Aid their donations and Mass
Stipends sent to Storrington. The Order can recover 28% extra.
Contact Fr Martin, the Bursar, for details.
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