
 
 
 

 

Dear Benefactor, 
 
I am writing to you to invite you, once more, to take 
part in our coming Solemn Novena of Love and 
Reparation to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and 
in Honour of our Founder St Norbert, Apostle of the 

Eucharist. It will begin on his Feastday, 6 June and end on 14 June 
2008. St Norbert, because he is an Apostle of the Blessed 
Sacrament,  is usually depicted carrying a monstrance. Like many 
statues of our Blessed Lady, such as Our Lady of England where 
Mary carries and shows us her Son, so St Norbert is presenting us 
with Jesus who was first and foremost in his life, and asks that this 
be so in ours. The Eucharist - the Blessed Sacrament - is our daily 
reminder of the totality of God’s love for us.  
 
During our Novena we pray for ourselves and our loved ones that all 
of us may truly understand, appreciate and celebrate the Presence 
of Our Blessed Lord in the Eucharist. We pray, too, for the return of 
the lapsed and alienated to the practice of their Faith and we seek to 
make reparation for any blasphemous insults given to the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
 
When replying to this Novena please use the slip provided, which 
contains your name and address. If you need a new copy of the 
Novena Booklet then please ask for one. Please remember that we 
will not reply to you unless you request it. A stamped addressed 
envelope helps.  
 
Our kind benefactors share in all the graces and blessings which 
flow from our life of prayer and work centred on our daily Eucharist 
and the Divine Office. Our Holy Father Norbert is proclaimed by the 
Church as a Defender of the Blessed Sacrament. Though his 
prayerful intercession may the Eucharistic Lord hear and grant your 
petitions. 

Fr Andrew Smith, o.praem 
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e open our 
Chronicle by 
reporting that on 
Tuesday 12th. 

February Fr. Martin attended a 
“New Year’s” reception at our 
accountants. It seems that 
January is too busy for them! 
On the 14th. Fr. Andrew went 
to Worthing to give a talk 
about Lent and hear 
confessions at St. Mary’s 
Convent Care Home. On the 
day following Frs. Paul and 
Ian attended a Day for 
Religious at Worth Abbey. On 
Sunday 17th. February Bro. 
Evermode O.Praem. a 
member of Mondaye Abbey 
who lives in their Community 
at Conques came for an 
overnight visit en route from 
Ireland to France. Since the 
day was also his Feastday we 
helped him celebrate it. 

 
arch 1st. saw Fr. 
Paul celebrating 
Mass in Billingshurst 
Church for the 

Union of Catholic Mothers of 
the Diocese and later in the 
day, along with Fr. Martin 
attended a Final Profession of 
a Blessed Sacrament Sister at 
the Towers Convent, Upper 

Beeding. On the 3rd. Fr. 
Andrew went off to the 
Visitation Convent at Waldron 
to give the Community a 
Spiritual Conference. Fr. Paul 
attended a meeting of the 
Council of Religious for our 
Diocese on the 11th. During 
the month the Community was 
busy in the parishes and 
schools of the deanery helping 
in Penitential Services with the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
On Palm Sunday Fr. Andrew 
celebrated Mass at the Priory 
for the Stars of Mary who are 
those with learning difficulties 
in our Deanery together with 
their families and friends. The 
Chrism Mass for our diocese 
at Arundel Cathedral on March 
19th. was attended by Frs. 
Paul, Andrew and Martin. Our 
Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations were beautifully 
celebrated by Community and 
Parish together. The month 
ended with Fr. Martin 
attending Vespers on Low 
Sunday in St. Pancras 
Church, Lewes. Our Bishop 
was also present to mark the 
end of the year of office of the 
High Sheriff of East Sussex 
who often attends Fr. Martin’s 
Mass at the Lewes Prison. 
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During March a new block 
started to come on stream at 
the Prison and when full will 
take approx. 170 extra 
prisoners so that from April Fr. 
Martin will be working an extra 
half-day per week. 

 
pril was a busy 
month for Fr. Paul 
for in addition to 
his usual duties he 

spent much time in the 
vineyard and the newly-
planted woodland, tying up 
vines, hedge planting and 
watering the young trees as 
well as weed killing along the 
vines and round the trees. He 
also held meetings with 
architects about the possibility 
of rebuilding part of our 
decaying refectory and the 
building of new (eco) houses 
on some of our land. 
In April Fr. Andrew went on a 
10 day tour of Sicily with a 
priest friend who is sick. Fr. 
Martin went for three days to 
visit Zsambek in Hungary with 
a small group of the Priory 
Associates. The work of the 
Norbertine Sisters and Priests 
in Zsambek in educating the 
poor of the area is supported 
by our parish. The 25th. saw 
Fr. Andrew in Bognor 
attending a training Day for 
the Governors of our High 
School. 

 
n May 1st. our Priory 
was the venue for a 
Regional Meeting of 

the Conference of Religious. 
Fr. Paul was the host and 
arranged for Dr. Edward 
Echlin, an expert on the 
environment, to give a talk and 
lead a discussion. Fr. Andrew 
did the catering! Monday 5th. 
May saw Fr. Andrew again at 
Waldron Visitandine Convent 
and the following day 
attending a Chaplains’ 
Meeting at our High School. 
On the 8th. Frs. Paul and 
Andrew attended the Mass for 
the closure of Convent of the 
Canonesses Regular of 
Windesheim at Sayers 
Common. The elderly sisters 
are to downsize by 
regathering near Lewes. 
Earlier in the year it was 
decided to move the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity from 
January to Pentecost and so 
we attended the Opening 
service in Storrington 
Methodist Church and were 
the host for two further events 
during the week. The Eve of 
Pentecost saw Fr. Ian 
attending a Holy Spirit Day 
organised by Worthing 
Churches Together and we 
here celebrating an extra Vigil 
with our people at the end of 
which the Garment of 
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Suffering was put into the 
Pentecost Fire - for more 
details and pictures see our 
website 
www.norbertines.co.uk 
We bring the Chronicle to an 
end by reporting that our 
Annual Marian Mass in honour 

of our Shrine took place on 
Friday 16th. May and was 
followed by a moving Rosary 
pageant led by the pupils of 
The Blessed Sacrament 
Convent School at The 
Towers in Upper Beeding. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to those of you, our benefactors, who pay Income Tax 
and make a Gift Aid Declaration in our favour. The Inland 
Revenue has just given us back almost £4,600 on donations in 
the tax year 2007/2008 ð due to there being two Easters in 
the Tax year! If you would like to Gift Aid the tax paid on 
your offerings then please let us know and Fr. Martin, our 
Bursar, will arrang e it. If you have made a declaration in the 
past you do not need to renew it because it stands until it is 
revoked. 
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