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 NOVEMBER IS ALL SOULSõ DAY 

 

ovember is the month when we remember 

and pray for the Holy Souls of those of our 

friends and family circle who have died. Re-

member means to put together again; the opposite of 

dis-member. In our minds, hearts and prayers we put 

together again and bridge the gap between the living 

and the dead. Death breaks human relationships and 

during November we link up again spiritually with the 

family and fri ends we lost by death. 

 

St Paul called those who followed Christ and were 

baptised ôsaintsõ and it is significant that All Soulsõ Day 

is immediately after All Saintsõ Day and the connection 

is important. The ôsaintsõ may not always have lived 

ôsaintlyõ lives. Their very humanity would have made 

them less than perfect. The ôholy soulsõ we remember 
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werenõt always saintly men and women. Catholic 

tradition suggests that after death some people are not 

ready to enter the presence of God after their long 

journey through life. They need to enter a kind of 

spiritual ôrest roomõ and ôfreshen up a bitõ. This place 

of cleansing is called ôPurgatoryõ. 

 

Purgatory is not a place of suffering ð Godõs love and 

mercy would not allow that, yet his justice dema nds 

nothing but the best and the pain of purgatory is the 

impatience of waiting. We donõt know how long souls 

have to wait and using earthly time schedules belittles 

the experience. Things are done in Godõs time not 

ours. Our prayers and Masses for the souls in 

Purgatory are offered in the spirit of Hope. Hope is 

the certainty that something WILL happen but not 

immediately. WE pray for our deceased loved ones 

that in Godõs time the ôsoulsõ will become ôsaintsõ. 

 

In Godõs Kingdom there is a place for each of us. In 

our human experience moving house means that we 

need to get rid of all the junk and rubbish we have 

accumulated over the years. The holy souls have to get 

rid of all the sinful things that will be of no use in their 

new home in Heaven. 

 

At death ôlife is changed, not endedõ. These comforting 

words come from the Preface of Christian Death. At 

death we are in the process of becoming ôsaintsõ. 

November is a time of memories, sadness and a sense 

of loss, emptiness and regret. But our faith reassures us 

that death is the gateway to heaven. The Saints and 

Souls are where one day we hope to be. FRIENDS 

REUNITED will be a reality. What joy!!  

Fr Ian McLean o.praem. 

 

It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they 

may be loosed from their sins. 2 Maccabees 



  

 

 

 
 
ur Chronicle begins 
on Sunday 17th May 

when Fr. Andrew went 
to Billingshurst to celebrate an 
afternoon Mass for ñThe Stars 
of Maryò: those of our deanery 
who have learning difficulties. 
On the 21st we had a very 
short visit from the celebrated 
Fr. Henry Wansbrough OSB of 
Ampleforth Abbey who came 
to give a talk to the parish 
community about the Gospel 
of Mark. Fr. Martin 
represented the Community at 
the Silver Jubilee celebrations 
of one of our neighbouring 
clergy. The following day Fr. 
Andrew went to preside, on 
behalf of the Bishopôs Vicar for 
Religious, at the ceremony to 
mark the end of the office of 
the Superior at Waldron 
Visitation Convent. On 
Saturday 30th May during the 
celebration of Pentecost Mass 
in Lewes Prison, Fr. Martin 
administered the Sacrament of 
Confirmation to one of the 
prisoners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

t. Norbertôs Feastday 
occurred on June 6th 
but it being a Saturday 

this year we celebrated it the 
previous evening with a well 
attended Solemn Mass to 
mark the 875th.anniversary of 
his death. On June 8th Fr. 
Andrew returned to Waldron to 
celebrate Mass and hear 
Confessions as well as meet 
the new Superior and on the 
same day Fr. Martin went off 
to the Prison Service College 
near Rugby for a couple of 
days to attend the Catholic 
Prison Chaplainsô Conference. 
The weekend of 13th/14th saw 
Fr. Andrew celebrating First 
Confessions and First Holy 
Communions in Billingshurst 
parish. June 16th saw the feast 
of St. Richard of Chichester 
and Fr. Prior ï Paul and Fr. 
Andrew attended the Deanery 
Festal Mass in Chichester 
(Anglican) Cathedral. Later in 
the day Fr. Paul attended a 
Diocesan Vocations meeting. 
The following day Frs. Paul, 
Andrew and Martin attended 
the Clergy Jubilarians Mass 
and Lunch at Arundel 
Cathedral. On 21st Fr. Paul 
celebrated an Annual 
Pilgrimage Mass for the 
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Catenians of the Diocese in 
memory of their deceased 
wives and on the 28th Fr. 
Andrew attended the 
Confirmation Mass at Arundel 
Cathedral for the young adults 
of our parish and deanery. 
 

 

uly 1st saw the start 
of several days visit of 
Fr. Werner Fierens 
O.Praem. of Averbode 

Abbey who is the National 
Scout Chaplain in Belgium. He 
was preparing the way for a 
contingent of scouts to attend 
next yearôs big Jubilee 
Assembly on Brownsea 
Island. Fr. Andrew went to 
Waldron Convent on the 2nd 
for Mass and Confessions. On 
the 7th the Priory was the 
venue for the Clergy Fraternal 
meeting hosted by Frs. 
Andrew and Martin. Three 
days later Fr. Paul attended 
the funeral of Fr. Peter Hooper 
OFM at Chilworth. He had 
taught liturgy to Fr. Paul when 
he was a student and died 
aged 60 after a long illness. 
The same day Fr. Martin 
attended the funeral in 
Newmarket of a 14 year old 
whose parents he had 
married. In the four years 
since his cancer diagnosis the 
lad raised £320,000 for cancer 
research. On Friday 24th the 
Priory welcomed Mgr. 

Malachy Keegan, the Principal 
Catholic Prison Chaplain who 
met with a dozen people 
interested in and involved in 
the resettlement of offenders. 
 

 

ugust was a quiet 
month, the early 

part of which saw a 
visit from Fr. 

Rudolph and Bro. Gabriel from 
the Abbey of Hamborn in 
Germany.  The 11th/12th saw 
Fr. Martin back at the Prison 
College for a session with the 
Lewes Prison Chaplaincy 
team. The 14th/15th saw Fr. 
Paul in the Abbey of Averbode 
in Belgium for its celebration 
of 875 years of foundation. 
The  23rd was Fr. Ianôs 70th 
birthday and it was celebrated 
by the community with a festal 
meal on the 28th which was 
the feast of Our Holy Father 
Augustine. 
 

 

n September the pace of 
work steps up because of 
the new school term. Fr. 
Andrew celebrated a 
Mass for Staff at St. Philip 

Howard Catholic High School 
on the 4th  On the 8th we 
celebrated the Birthday of Our 
Lady with Mass in the Priory 
church followed by a 
Torchlight Procession to the 
outside shrine. 
 



  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRIORY VINEYARD UPDATE   

 

 
 

Various Bird-scaring schemes have been put in place ð kites, 

flashing tape etc. and we had a Scarecrow Show on 6
th
 

September to protect what promises to be a huge crop in the 

vineyard this year! 

 

 

One of our scarecrows! 



  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Canons Regular of Prémo ntré  

 

 

 

Our Lady of England Priory, School Lane,  

Storrington West Sussex RH20 4LN 

Tel. 01903 742150. Fax 01903 740821. 

Email: whitecanons.storrington@btinternet.com 

Website: www.norbertines.co.uk 

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN THE YEAR TO APRIL 2009 

ENABLES US TO RECEIVE £6,635 FROM THE TAX MAN!  

 

 
 

If you pay UK tax it makes sense to Gift Aid it. Each £1.00 received is 

worth a further 28p. (Due to reduce to 25p in 2011 ð Gordon Brown 

made Gift Aid easier, then in his final budget reduced the basic rate of 

tax, which reduces the tax coverable. The chancellor gives, the 

chancellor takes away!). 

 

If you are interested in the scheme please get in touch with our Bursar,  

Fr Martin (contact details are at the top of  p.1 of this Newsletter). 

 

òThe Norbertine Order in Englandó is a Registered Charity. 

Please make cheques etc payable to: The Norbertine Order  

 


